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'My role has been played to its end. They have rung down the curtain.
I needed not to vanish into nothingness;  'twas given to me
That I in the wings might stand, in silence watching
The new drama unfold.

A curious destiny is mine who in my life behold
What would have taken place were I already dead/1

It was, however, painful for the ex-King to be forced to appeal
against so many of his son's decisions. Although Maximilian had
not such a strong personality as his father, nevertheless at the
very beginning of his reign he made a number of changes in the
laws, and these changes were in direct opposition to his prede-
cessor's principles. It seemed that an entirely new policy was being
inaugurated. Most of the high officials appointed by Ludwig I
were dismissed. 'This systematic removal of men from their
posts saddens and pains me greatly/ wrote Ludwig to Maximilian.2
'The father, who a few months ago was the ruler, now pleads with
his own son . . . that this is difficult needs no assertion. The father
who voluntarily abdicates in favour of his son should, in my
opinion, be shown some little consideration/ Every day there were
incidents which, no doubt ridiculous in themselves, were significant
in that they brought home to Ludwig the change in his position.
He described to his wife how he had one day found a soldier
smoking under the archway of the palace garden. He had during
his own regime allowed soldiers to smoke in the streets, but had
expressly forbidden it in the palace garden. The ex-King went up
to one of these and forbade him to smoke, but he was quick to
answer: 'His Majesty King Maximilian allows it/ 'I left him with-
out a word; it is a trifle, if you like, but it hurts me, for it makes me
feel that I have no more voice in anything/3

At the same time he was still smarting under the wound inflicted
by the Montez. He had at last clearly realized that the dancer had
used him as her tool. That was not the way for a woman to treat
the man who loved her, still less when that man was a King. 1
am getting old/ the King said to himself, 'and can no longer
inspire love in any woman/ At first lie had intended to
settle an annual income on the dancer, but he changed his mind
on this point. He had, nevertheless, all kinds of financial obliga-
tions to meet on her behalf. Lola Montez was no longer men-
tioned. Ludwig did not wish to hear her name, not even from his
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